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Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Grant 
 

Pragmatic Implementation Trial of a CF Primary Palliative Care Intervention: Development Phase 

Project Contact List 

Project Contact Role 

Massachusetts General Hospital  

Anna Georgiopoulos, MD 
Consulting Psychiatrist, Cystic Fibrosis Program, 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Co-PI 
Ageorgiopoulos@partners.org 
 

Responsible for project oversight, facilitating communication 
among team members at each site, and working with Site Leads 
on intervention components.  

Deborah Friedman, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist, Massachusetts General Hospital 
Co-Site Lead 
Dfriedman@mgh.harvard.edu 
 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at MGH. 

Lael Yonker, MD 
Pediatric Pulmonologist, Massachusetts General 
Hospital 
Co-Site Lead 
Lyonker@partners.org 
 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at MGH. 

Elizabeth Gootkind 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Research Coordinator 
Egootkind@mgh.harvard.edu 

Assist with project planning and administrative responsibilities, 
including Institutional Review Board-related activities.   

Maggie Hardcastle 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Research Coordinator 
Mhardcastle@mgh.harvard.edu 

Assist with project planning and administrative responsibilities, 
including Institutional Review Board-related activities.   

MJHS Institute for Innovation in Palliative Care 

Lara Dhingra, PhD 
Director, Health Disparities & Outcomes Research, 
MJHS Institute 
Co-PI 
(212) 440-1945, (917) 701-8734  LDhingra@mjhs.org 

Responsible for project oversight, facilitating communication 
among team members at each site, and working with Site Leads 
on intervention components. 

Russell Portenoy, MD 
Executive Director, MJHS Institute   
Co-Investigator 
RPorteno@mjhs.org 

Provide clinical consultation and expertise on palliative care and 
assist Co-PIs with project implementation planning. 
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Stephanie Hicks, PhD 
Research Project Manager, MJHS Institute 
Research Project Manager 
(212) 649-5246, Shicks@mjhs.org 

Work with project team to assist with communications and 
scheduling, creation of deliverables, and planning of project 
implementation, including creation of research infrastructure for 
trial, databases, and processes for data collection.   

Karen Richards, PhD 
Director, Instructional Design, Media, and 
Technology, MJHS 
Instructional Designer 
(212) 440-1949, krichard@mjhs.org 

Responsible for design and implementation of the project portal 
and assisting the Co-PI’s with the creation of the CE/CME-
accredited webinars for provider education in the project.  

Wini Schein 
Director, Institutional Giving & Grants Management, 
MJHS Institute 
Grants Manager 
(212) 440-1947, wschein@mjhs.org 

Responsible for grant financial management and subcontracting 
at the MJHS Institute, and assistance with preparation of the 
grant application and budgets for the project to be submitted in 
Year 2 to CFF.  

Emory 

Rachel Linnemann, MD 
Pediatric Pulmonologist, Emory University School of 
Medicine 
Co-Site Lead 
(404) 712-4765, rachel.linnemann@emory.edu 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at Emory. 

Brandi Middour-Oxler, DNP 
Transition Nurse Practitioner, Emory University 
School of Medicine 
Co-Site Lead 
bmiddou@emory.edu 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at Emory 

Northwell 

Janice Wang, MD 
Adult Pulmonologist 
Director, Adult Cystic Fibrosis Center, Northwell 
Health 
Site Lead 
JWang@northwell.edu 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at Northwell Health 

Melissa Basile, PhD 
Research Scientist, LIJ 
Qualitative Expert – Co-Investigator 
(516) 600-1405, mbasile2@northwell.edu 

Responsible for the design of the interview guide, data 
collection, and analysis of qualitative data obtained from 
individuals with CF and caregivers.   

Mount Sinai Beth Israel  

Pat Walker, MD 
Adult Pulmonologist 
Co-Director of Cystic Fibrosis Center, MSBI 
Co-Site Lead 
patricia.walker@mountsinai.org 
 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at MSBI. 
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Maria Berdella, MD 
Pediatric Pulmonologist, MSBI 
Co-Site Lead 
maria.berdella@mountsinai.org 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at MSBI. 

Amy Platcha, MSW 
Social Worker, MSBI 
amy.platcha@mountsinai.org 

Coordinate with site leadership to plan for and implement 
components of the intervention. 

Elinor Schwind, MS 
Regulatory Research Coordinator, MSBI 
Budget Manager 
(212) 420-4069, elinor.schwind@mountsinai.org 

Responsible for financial management and subcontract for MSBI. 

Stony Brook  

Cathy Kier, MD 
Pediatric Pulmonologist 
Division Chief, Pediatric Pulmonology, Stony Brook 
Health 
Co-Site Lead 
catherine.kier@stonybrookmedicine.edu 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at Stony Brook. 

Robert Abdullah, MD 
Associate Director, Hospitalist Section, Stony Brook 
Health 
Co-Site Lead 
Robert.Abdullah@stonybrookmedicine.edu 

Partner with Co-PIs to develop the implementation plan for the 
palliative care intervention at Stony Brook. 

 

Denis Hadjiliadis, MD 
Pulmonologist 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, University of 
Pennsylvania 
Advisory Board Member 
denis.hadjiliadis@uphs.upenn.edu 

Provide expert guidance and feedback on elements of the 
intervention.   

Martha Markovitz, LCSW 
Clinical Social Worker, University of Southern 
California 
Advisory Board Member 
martha.markovitz@med.usc.edu 

Provide expert guidance and feedback on elements of the 
intervention.   

Melissa Shiffman 
Adult with CF 
Advisory Board Member 
shiffmanmelissa@gmail.com 

Provide feedback, guidance and insight on elements of the 
intervention. 
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Fran Fischer 
Family Caregiver 
Advisory Board Member 
cach503@yahoo.com 

Provide feedback, guidance and insight on elements of the 
intervention. 
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